Section VII
IMPERIALISM AND SOCIALISM
CHAPTER XXXIII
IMPERIALISM AND THE RADICALS
IHE closing quarter of the nineteenth century opened
symbolically with the proclamation of Queen Victoria as
Empress of India (1876) and ended with the South African
War. Between 1875 and 1900 the total area of the British Empire
was increased by not far short of 5,000,000 square miles, con-
taining a population of at least 90,000,000. In other words, in
the space of twenty-five years the British governing class added
to the Empire territories forty times as large as Great Britain,
and with a population more than twice as large. In all, by
1900 Great Britain was the centre of an Empire ruling over
13,000,000 square miles of subject territory, inhabited by
nearly 370,000,000 persons, of whom nearly 300,000,000 were
to be found in India alone.
These facts sufficiently stamp the period as one of intensive
imperialist expansion. It is, above all else, the period of the
partition of the African continent between the European
Powers, of the clash of rival Imperialisms both in Africa and in
the Far East, and of active foreign investment both in'areas
politically annexed to the various Empires and in countries,
such as China and the South American Republics, which,
without political annexation, were scrambled for as spheres of
economic influence and brought by the loan of capital and the
development of economic enterprise within the business orbits
of the leading industrial Powers.
For Great Britain, though first in the field and in by far
the most favourable position for the acquisition of political and
economic empire, was by no means alone in the quest.
Between 1884 and 1900 France annexed 3,500,000 square
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